




As always we’ve had 
an exciting, creative 
and busy year at Kids 
Kabin! Overall, 1,012 
diff erent young people 
have taken part in more 
than 550 Kids Kabin 
workshops in Newcastle 
over the last 12 months.  

Kids Kabin Middlesbrough is also rapidly taking shape.  
Between July 2018 and June 2019, the Newcastle Kids 
Kabin team ran pilot workshops with partners across 
south Middlesbrough and street workshops in Grove 
Hill. Since taking on the Middlesbrough Project Manager 
role in July 2019, Sue McBride is making great progress 
developing partnerships and activities in the area – as 
you will see in her update.  

We’ve also celebrated our 25th Anniversary, as 
Christine describes on the next page. This has given us 
the opportunity to catch up with friends old and new and 
to remember hundreds of stories of fun and creativity. 
Now it’s time to look forward to the next 25 years, 
starting with our 2019-2022 plan, themed around four 
areas – People, Places, Partnerships and Processes.

As always, our ideas are growing and evolving all the 
time, but this is where we’re at now. We would like to:

People
•  Continue to involve parents and the community in 

supporting and delivering our street workshops with us
•  Empower young volunteers to take more responsibility 

and fi nd new and varied roles for them

Places
• Continue to commit to our Newcastle communities
• Build Kids Kabin Middlesbrough
• Explore new opportunities in a third city

Partnerships
•  Share practice and innovation with other organisations, 

learning from them and helping them develop – 
for example, helping them become mobile and meet 
more people on the streets

•  Work with both the voluntary and community sector 
and businesses and fi nd mutual benefi ts in these 
partnerships

Processes
•  Innovate and develop new street workshops and 

exciting new activities for children and young people 
•  Develop the use of data, technology and systems within 

the organisation to learn more about the impact of our 
work and how to make the most of what we are doing.

N OW  I T ’ S  T I M E  TO  LO O K 

FO R WA R D  TO  T H E  N E X T  2 5 

Y E A R S ,  STA RT I N G  W I T H  O U R 

2 0 1 9 - 2 0 2 2  P L A N



Our Chairperson and founder, Sister 
Christine Charlwood, refl ects on a 
quarter of a century of Kids Kabin.

It was remarkable how the party on 19th July 
was a good visual playback of the story of Kids 
Kabin’s twenty fi ve years.

It was a gathering of people from year one to 
the present day: former kids with their kids, 
today’s kids, volunteers, staff , trustees, families 
and friends, supporters. We were recognising, 
reminiscing, enjoying, and whoops! fi nding our 
younger selves in old photographs. There was 
the surprise of discovering that Kids Kabin was 
both as we remembered it but grown beyond 
imagining. Well, of course it has grown, because 
everyone who has experienced Kids Kabin, 
in whatever capacity, has helped the process.

Party-time is followed by refl ection-time. 
This was triggered by someone saying with 
delight and surprise: “It’s all about creativity!” 
This assured me that, twenty fi ve years on, the 
original inspiration is alive and well. 

T W E N T Y- F I V E  Y E A R S  O N , 

T H E  O R I G I N A L  I N S P I R AT I O N

I S  A L I V E  A N D  W E L L

What I love about Kids Kabin – among, of 
course, many other things – is the spontaneity 
which brought it into being and the enthusiasm 
which keeps it going. One could say that it was 
unplanned, in that it was an automatic response 
to a need of children who, from boredom and 
lack of opportunity, were being destructive in 
their play and seen as a nuisance. Easy! Let 
creativity displace destructiveness. Empty shop 
to rent, students to volunteer, funds to fi nd, 
helpful advice and support always to hand, and 
so on, stage by careful stage an organisation is 
born and develops. Easy, but also challenging; 
exuberance tipping over into chaos needed to 
be channelled and diff erently expressed, but the 
secret lies in keeping alive the original vision of 
creativity, which my commentator saw so vividly 
on July 19th. Cheerful slogans on the walls 
declared that: “We’re for giving it a go… getting 
stuck in… for messy hands and big hearts”; 
“We’re for making, fi xing, sharing, singing, 
dancing, for adventures, laughs and learning”.  

The quarter century has shown how creativity 
transforms young people’s lives. To handle 
wood, clay, use a paint brush, mend a bike, cook 
a meal, sing and dance, grow a fl ower all release 
potential, fi re the imagination, creating not 
only an object that is useful or beautiful, but a 
character that is confi dent and kind. 

Another slogan on the wall warns: “Never give 
up!” It needs no explanation, save to add that 
because so many people in so many ways have 
become engaged in this project, never giving up, 
Kids Kabin has become a creative community 
rooted in Walker, Cowgate, Pottery Bank, Byker, 
Daisy Hill and Middlesbrough. 

Thank you, everyone, thank you!
Sister Christine Charlwood.



Berry Close
Where the sisters fi rst lived.

Summer 1997
The fi rst Kids Kabin bike trailer made by Tony. 

Mungo painting
Mungo and Kids Kabin painters in 
the shopping centre.

October half term, 1998 
The fi rst camping trip – an overnight camping trip in 
Whittle Dene, Ovingham. A great fun evening of exploring 
the woods, cooking tea over a campfi re and toasting 
marshmallows. Followed by a beautiful frosty morning, 
silent still air, suddenly broken by a little voice from the 
next door tent, “Howay Will, it’s f***ing freezing!”. 
It soon warmed up, breakfast over the campfi re and 
over 80 camping trips have followed in the years since.

Summer holidays, May 2002
Our annual residential trip to Seahouses Hostel. 
Thousands of starfi sh had been washed up on the 
huge beach between Seahouses and Bamburgh. 
The kids were fascinated and fi lled buckets with 
these dead starfi sh. After much discussion, we 
managed to persuade the kids to leave them on the 
beach. Well we thought we had. As we were tidying 
up the hostel on the last day of the trip, there was 
a strange small emanating from under one of the 
beds. As we explored further we found Nathan’s 
suitcase was half fi lled with his starfi sh collection 
he was taking home to show his mum.
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First street workshop

October, 2018
Our fundraising bike ride to Middlesbrough 
from Walker! When we mentioned Kids Kabin 
Middlesbrough, many people said, ‘you’re not 
cycling the trailers there every day are you?’ And 
of course we weren’t! However we thought we 
should try in just once. So at 6.45a.m. on a dark 
October morning in 2018 we left Walker, cycled 
to the Shields ferry, then to Sunderland and 
Seaham, then got lost (for about two hours), then 
found Hartlepool, then missed the last crossing 
of the transporter bridge... then cycled up to the 
A19 and crossed the River Tees, then cycled back 
down to Grove Hill and then ran a street workshop 
and got back to Walker at 9.00p.m. An epic day, 
improvised as usual.

Autumn, 2009
Proudly taking our newly mobile pottery workshop 
around the streets of Walker. The pottery wheel 
mounted on a tricycle trailer, fi xed to a fi tting on the 
back of the seat post. However, the bolt on the fi tting 
had a tendency to work its way loose. Having overrun 
the Losh Terrace street session due to a long queue 
of waiting potters we hadn’t checked the fi tting 
before setting off  back to the centre. 
As we cycled down a small hill through Walker park 
the trailer disengaged itself and started to overtake 
the cyclists. Fortunately the park was empty, the 
trailer was caught and some safety improvements 
were introduced shortly afterwards!

workshopbile pottt ery w

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OO
fr
M
cy

, the 
ments 



Through creative educational 
activities taught in a range of 
fun facilities, we nurture talent 
and realise potential while 
contributing to the regeneration 
of local communities.

Kids Kabin works with young 
people in economically 
disadvantaged areas to teach 
practical, hands on skills that 
boost their sense of self worth.



Giving all children 
the opportunity to 
fulfi l their potential, 
especially those 
most in need.

Working together to 
fi nd creative solutions 
to local issues.

Cultivating an 
atmosphere in which 
everyone respects 
each other and 
their community.



Following a successful 18-month 
pilot in Middlesbrough by staff  
and volunteers from Kids Kabin 
Newcastle, Sue McBride was 
appointed Project Manager in 
July 2019 with the exciting aim 
of developing the Middlesbrough 
branch. 

ghhh 

Kids Kabin Middlesbrough is growing steadily.  
Children, young people, families and local 
organisations have been welcoming and 
supportive. Thirteen Housing Group continue 
to provide great support – they have given us 
use of a house in the heart of the Grove Hill 
community, our fi rst centre in Middlesbrough.  

Partnerships have also been developed with a 
number of other organisations including Street 
Games, Voices for Volunteers, Feast of Fun, 
Community Hubs, Youth Focus and Linx. This 
collaborative approach has enabled Kids Kabin 
to share its creative workshops and approaches 
with more than 250 children and young people 
in nine diff erent locations across Middlesbrough 
during the summer.   

Members of the Newcastle Kids Kabin team 
are supporting Sue to also deliver two regular 
Kids Kabin sessions per week in Grove Hill 
and Easterside – both of which see good 
attendance from local children and young 
people. We are now in the process of appointing 
a Project Development Worker and volunteer 
team to increase our weekly provision.  

K I D S  K A B I N  I S  G R E AT 

A N D  I  LO O K  FO R WA R D  TO 

M O N DAYS ,  I  H AV E  D O N E 

P OT T E RY,  WO O DWO R K  A N D 

L E A R N T  TO  S E W,  I  E V E N 

S E W E D  M Y  T E D DY  BAC K 

TO G E T H E R .



I  WA S  I N T R O D U C E D  TO  M A N Y 

O F  T H E  STA F F  A N D  VO LU N T E E R S 

A N D  I T  F E LT  L I K E  A  R E A L LY  F U N 

A N D  F R I E N D LY  P L AC E

“When I fi rst came to Kids Kabin I was in a really 
dark place. I had recently lost my mam and I 
had lost all my confi dence.” In November 2017 
her daughter Halle, a Kids Kabin member, 
persuaded her to come along to the Kids Kabin 
AGM in the Ray Gray Centre in Daisy Hill.  

“I was introduced to many of the staff  and 
volunteers and it felt like a really fun and 
friendly place. That’s when I asked if I could 
help out. Since then I have been helping out at 
the sessions at the Ray Gray centre and on the 
streets. I love it and it’s really important as the 
kids around here don’t have anything else going 
on. I’ve also become much more confi dent with 
cooking and practical things at home like using 
a drill and other tools!”  

Since starting at Kids Kabin, Donna tells us 
about a new found sense of confi dence which 
helped her sign up for an NVQ course at college. 

“I didn’t think I’d be able to go to college but it’s 
been great. I then decided that I needed to get 
back into work, so now I’m working as a carer. 
And now I’ve just signed up to do a Foundation 
degree course with TyneMet college. I really 
didn’t think I’d be doing any of this 2 years ago.” 

So what’s next for Donna? “I’m keeping my 
options open for what’s next after university, but 
I know I will continue to work at Kids Kabin and 
hopefully help others people in the community 
to get involved.”

Donna Whitworth has been 
a Kids Kabin volunteer since 
November 2017. Donna and 
her family live in Daisy Hill 
and as Donna knows lots 
of parents and children in 
the neighbourhood, she has 
become a really important 
ambassador for Kids Kabin.



Hey everyone, I’m Kimmy. I’m a new 
international volunteer here at Kids 
Kabin, and while I’ve only been here 
a short amount of time I’ve had the 
extreme pleasure of getting to know 
Kids Kabin rockstar, Mia.

For four years now, Mia has been coming to 
Kids Kabin. Her very cool and relaxed state 
has made her quite the role model for the 
younger Kids at Kids Kabin. When asked if 
she understands the power she wields she 
responded, “I defi nitely notice the infl uence I 
have on the younger kids. When I’m here I try 
my best to behave well, and am sure to speak 
properly… If I see a kid misbehaving I defi nitely 
feel like I have authority to try and stop them 
from doing something wrong.”

With two years left at Kids Kabin I wanted to 
know what she plans on doing with this time. 
She told me that she loves her two days a week 
at Kids Kabin and wants the experience to stay 
the same. “I just want to come back every week 
and continue to have fun...I love Kids Kabin how 
it is,” she tells me. 

After those two years fl y by Mia will continue 
exploring her artistic side, hoping to get 
involved in other creative arts programmes in 
the area, and wants to continue her journey at 
Kids Kabin as a young volunteer. 

During my conversation with Mia it was 
abundantly clear that Mia feels as if she has 
a clear and defi ned place at Kids Kabin. She 
loves art and cooking and feels more confi dent 
in her drawing and I believe as she continues 
her time at Kids Kabin she will continue to grow 
in confi dence and skill and I look forward to 
watching her process of growth.

Mia, 12 years old

I  JUST WANT TO COME BACK EVERY 

WEEK AND CONTINUE TO HAVE FUN



We’re always looking to create new trailers, 
contraptions and projects to introduce new 
creative activities and keep things exciting! 
We’re also adapting and refi ning our existing 
workshops, to learn from our experiences to 
make things work better.

New ideas and plans are being 
suggested all the time. The Kids 
Kabin Middlesbrough team are
designing a mobile gardening 
workshop in the shape of a mini 
garden shed on a trailer! Keep an eye 
out for this and other strange objects 
being transported on the back of 
bicycles. And please let us know if 
you have any inspirational ideas for 
new trailer workshops!

We’re also lucky to have support 
from Northumbria University 
design school to create a range of 
mobile woodwork benches to make 
woodwork really accessible on the 
streets in community centres and 
for children of different heights, 
strengths and abilities. These include 
sawing horses, drilling tables and a 
shaving horse.

We’ve made a new trailer fl eet for Kids Kabin 
Middlesbrough. This has allowed us (well, 
actually some clever designer friends of ours 
at Your Workshop North East) to redesign the 
pottery and kitchen trailers. The Middlesbrough 
pottery wheel now has an inbuilt trailer so it 
does not need to be lifted on and off  a trailer.
The Middlesbrough kitchen has bigger wheels 
and a lower centre of gravity for safe cycling. It 
has two sinks and larger working space to allow 
for handwashing, washing up and more cookery 
preparation. The hob is also surrounded by a 
built in windbreak. 



Noor Amer, a Kids Kabin volunteer in Cowgate, 
won the Young Charity Champion Award and 
the whole team at Kids Kabin was awarded 
North East Small Charity of the Year! 
The judges were particularly impressed with 
the long-term commitment to disadvantaged 
communities and the recent developments 
in Middlesbrough. 

Our thanks go to our great staff , volunteer and 
trustee team and our funders, partners and to 
those new friends who’ve helped us take some 
massive steps forward over the last year.

Award winners!

Trustees
Aidan Hughes
Bernie Doherty
Christine Charlwood
David Peel
John Smee
Kathryn Davidson
Lee Robinson
Marie Robson Longstaff 
Paul Cowie
Rickard Whittingham
Yashin Sarnaik

Staff 
Angela Dodd
Colin Ridley
Elie Levy
Nikki Crow
Nina Kanwar
Rebecca McGowan
Sue McBride
Will Benson

Volunteers
Alix Barraclough
Andy McKinlay
Bertie Mitford
Courteney Cartwright
Curtis Ford
Daryl Cabagua
Donna Whitworth
Freddy Maguire
Ian Cole
Joanna Klaptocz
John Killian
Johnny Finn
Joseph Borres
Jude Billate
Kate Errington
Kimmy Mariani
Lily-Mya Tunmore
Lydia Chadwick
Mia Anderson
Megan Emmett
Myra Villas
Noor Amer
Rachael Pearce
Rugile Nasickaite
Tamara Rebair
Tania Kelsall
Svetlana Bryukhanova



Partners, supporters and friends

A big thank you to the hundreds 
of others who make Kids Kabin 
work. Makers, creators, organisers, 
friends, supporters – you are far too 
many to name in person, so here’s 
a try to thank you as communities, 
organisations and groups:
Kids, parents and community 
members in Walker, Cowgate, Byker, 
Pottery Bank and Daisy Hill
Kids and staff  at Central Walker, 
Sir Charles Parsons, Tyneview, 
West Walker and Walkergate schools 
Partners from Byker Community 
Centre, Byker Community Trust, 
Recyke y’ Bike, Spires Lane Hobby 
Room, Northern Stage, Newcastle 
University, Hattrick, The Bostey, 
Walker Park, Tyneside Outdoors, 
Newcastle YMCA, Pottery Bank 
community Centre, St Peter’s 
Church, Cowgate and St Anthony 
of Egypt Church in Walker, The 
Ray Gray Community Centre, 
Play in Newcastle, Newcastle City 
Council, NHS Business Services 
Authority, The Sage Foundation, 
Gardiner Richardson, Middlesbrough 
Environment City, Thirteen Housing 
Ltd, Easterside Community Hub, 
Grove Hill Community Hub, Street 
Games and the Best Summer Ever, 
Walker Park, Projects for Change 
and Neil Pyrah, Joanna Klaptocz and 
Paul Cowie – the intrepid cyclists who 
carried the trailers to Middlesbrough.

Funders

Angela Gallagher Memorial Fund 

ASDA Foundation 

Assumption Legacy Fund 

Ballinger Charitable Trust 

BBC Children In Need 

Esmee Fairbairn Foundation 

Fenwick Limited

Generous donors to our 
Middlesbrough bike ride 

Joe and Megan Cook 

Kensington Congregation 

LGA Foundation 

Maria Assumpta Trust 

Newcastle Building Society 
Community Fund 

Newcastle City Council 
Change4Life Programme 

Santander Foundation 

The Four Acre Trust 

The Northern Rock Foundation 

The Sage Foundation 

The Sisters of the Assumption 

The Tudor Trust 

The Wellesley Trust at the Tyne and 
Wear Community Foundation 

Walter Hines Page Chapter, NSDAR 

Other Donors

Barbara Galvin

Dav and Fran Davison

Joe and Megan Cook

John Simpson

Michael Spark and the parishioners 
of the Northumberland Coastal 
Parishes

Nicholas Galvin

Peter Davies

Phillip Beavan

Susan Derbyshire
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Get in touch by email 
admin@kidskabin.org .uk
Or by phone 0191 295 3655


